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Finnish Agroforestry 
Network –
peltometsäviljely-
verkosto

• Established in 2019 at Qvidja
farm

• Informal network of farmers, 
researchers, agriculture and 
forestry advisors, policy and 
administration, and other 
interested people

• 235 members

• Since June 2022 member of the 
European Agroforestry 
Federation (EURAF) (14 
members from Finland joined)

https://www.facebook.com/groups/agrometsatalous

https://www.facebook.com/groups/agrometsatalous


Objectives of the Finnish 
Agroforestry Network

• Knowledge and information sharing about 
agroforestry in Finland e.g.  organising fieldtrips, farm 
demonstrations, lectures, seminars, etc.

• Fill the knowledge gap on agroforestry

• Work together on projects

• Bring agroforestry actors together: Farmers, 
researchers, advisors, students, small and medium 
sized enterprises, regional and national policy, and all 
other stakeholders with an interest in agroforestry.

• Create a platform to discuss about agroforestry



Kilpiän tila June 2018

Qvidja June 2019



About EURAF

• The European Agroforestry Federation 
(EURAF) aims at promoting the use of 
trees on farms as well as any kind of 
silvopastoralism throughout the different 
environmental regions of Europe. EURAF 
has about 500 members from 24 
different European countries.

• Finnish Agroforestry Network is EURAF 
member since June 2022



SILVOARABLE SYSTEMS  … a traditional technique which must be redesigned 
for modern machinery  ….



Greenhouse Gas Inventory is increasingly important



Conclusion of the new Common Agricultural Policy - based on 20 countries 

… No more ambition than in the current CAP.

• Ministries ... resist complications and dilution of 
funds for “secure food supply”

• Farmers ... scared of losing CAP direct payments
• Commission ... mostly supportive and issued EU 

rules stating that AF is fully eligible for basic 
payments, when:
○ “justified based on the local specificities (e.g. 

density/species/size of the trees and pedo-
climatic conditions); and ..

○ “the value added of the presence of trees to 
ensure sustainable agricultural use of the land 
and …”; and …

○ “includes all agricultural land ‘  - arable land, 
permanent grassland and permanent crops.”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0JkRsU2Mm9JvkpN1DWX2JZ-Cq79K6hO/view?userstoinvite=%22%22


Planting should target environment & GHG needs

Priority planting areas, where tree cover 
density (% tree cover) on agricultural land 
is particularly low. Source: Copernicus tree 

cover density 2015 overlaid on Corine 
agricultural land use.

EURAF Policy Briefing #2

Den Herder et al. (2017) estimate that the total 
area under agroforestry in the EU 27 is about 
15.4 million ha which is equivalent to about 3.6% 
of the territorial area and 8.8% of the utilised 
agricultural area.

Den Herder et al (2020) show that 1.69 million 
km2 of European agricultural land has 0% tree 
cover. An area of 1.71 million km2 of agricultural 
land has less than 1% tree cover.  This could be 
the priority area for agroforestry tree planting.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dd0-pugx92iEzlsa3CwtmqN57NIEu-5Sr_reaoFXtJg/edit
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/315380865_Current_extent_and_trends_of_agroforestry_in_the_EU27
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dd0-pugx92iEzlsa3CwtmqN57NIEu-5Sr_reaoFXtJg/edit


DigitAF: DIGItal Tools to help AgroForestry meet 
climate, biodiversity and farming sustainability goals: 
linking field and cloud

New project started in September 

Coordinated by INRAE, France



Objectives

• To ensure the right trees are planted at the right place and managed 
in the right way to foster climate change mitigation and adaptation
as well as enhance biodiversity whilst enabling profitable and 
sustainable food production and efficient use of resources

• …by providing key actors with tools to:
• Help policy-makers and administrations concerned with agroforestry set the 

scene for a wide adoption of agroforestry

• Help farmers and landowners implement high quality agroforestry systems

• Help value chain actors (e.g. retailers) who benefit from agroforestry assess, 
quantify and value agroforestry products and services

3.11.2022 | WWW.EFI.INT



Living labs

3.11.2022 |  WWW.EFI.INT



3.11.2022 | WWW.EFI.INT

Diversity of agroforestry covered by Living Labs



What is digital agriculture?

(Big) data

Connectivity

Computing

Automation

Sensors, smartphones, UAV, 
satellites, social media…

IoT, terrestrial and satellite 
networks, data exchange protocols…

Algoritms, software, models, 
Decision Support Systems, 
visualization, Artificial intelIigence, 
ontologies…

Robots, cobots

Figure adapted from Marie Gosme, Digital agriculture: threat or opportunity for agroforestry? Online presentation at the 6th European Agroforestry 
Conference, Nuoro, Sardinia 16-20 May 2022



Developing new digital tools

Developing an 
ecosystem of open-
source, user-centred
digital tools to
adapt the practices of 
the key actors 
towards the adoption 
of AF



Living Lab Finland

• Agroforestry practices have a long 
history in Finland

• However, the term agroforestry is
unknown to most farmers and Finnish
policy

• Nevertheless, many opportunities for 
agroforestry in northern climates

• Network of farmers interested in carbon
farming, ecosystem services and 
biodiversity



Living Lab Finland

Objectives of the Living Lab:

• Exchange information on sustainable agroforestry practices suitable for Finland
• Show the potential of agroforestry for Finland
• Active knowledge exchange between farmers, advisors, researchers and policy
• An active Finnish agroforestry network beyond the life of the project
• Show good practice examples from other countries
• More international cooperation



Living Lab Finland

What to expect from DigitAF? 

Farmers: show the opportunities of agroforestry as a financially viable and more 
environmental friendly farming practice, while at the same time maintaining and 
diversifying food production

Policy: Information how agroforestry can contribute to Finnish food security, carbon
neutral farming and climate change adaptation

Extension services: provide material for farm advisors to develop information for farmers
and training materials

Researchers: create a stronger community of agroforestry researchers in Finland



Information on agroforestry

• Information on agroforestry in Finland collected 
by the peltometsäviljelyverkosto

• AGFORWARD project, especially the innovation
and best practice leaflets

• AFINET project, especially the factsheets and 
video’s

• DIGITAF project, to be launched soon 

• European Agroforestry Federation (EURAF)

https://carbonaction.org/fi/section/peltometsaviljely/
http://agforward.eu/
http://agforward.eu/Innovation-leaflets.html
http://agforward.eu/best-practices-leaflets.html
https://euraf.isa.utl.pt/afinet
https://euraf.isa.utl.pt/afinet/materials/factsheet
https://euraf.isa.utl.pt/afinet/materials/videos
http://digitaf.eu/
http://www.europeanagroforestry.eu/welcome


Thank you for your 
attention!

More information:

Michael den Herder

European Forest Institute

Michael.denherder@efi.int


