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Route to a sustainable future?



`Wonderwoods’, Utrecht

The potential 
of nature is 
often 
overlooked



Different 
shapes & sizes 
of urban NBS

Source: Almassy et al. (2017) 



Urban nature is 
multifunctional



Bockarjova, Botzen and Koetse (forthcoming) Ecological Economics
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→ Indication of (social) value that urban citizen place on urban nature

NBS valued 
differently by 
urban citizens



NBS are not part 
of the 
mainstream

Source: Dorst et al. (submitted) 



Unravelling 
the barrier

- Netherlands

Limited 
private sector 
engagement

Competition with other
development priorities

No national funding 
or financial incentives

Limited policy 
alignment

Weak public mandate



Unravelling 
the barrier

- Sweden

Limited 
private (& 

third) sector 
engagement

Costs and benefits not
properly understood

Insufficient networks linking
public & private sector

Interest & capacity varies 
between municipalities

Top-down & formalized 
planning limits innovation



One barrier -
different 
structural 
conditions

 NL and SE both have limited 
private sector engagement

 In NL main issue: limited 
policy steering

 In SE main issue: limited 
networking and scope for 
bottom-up experimentation 

 Barrier best addressed 
through different 
interventions



Greenspace 
plans & policies 
at different 
levels



Green space 
factor



Green deal 
instrument

 Agreements national 
government & private/third 
sector

 Stimulate green economy

 New business models

 Addressing regulatory barriers



Green benefit 
planner

Source: RIVM, 2018



Stepping 
stones to 
mainstreaming

https://naturvation.eu/mainstream



Conclusion

 Nature-based solutions 
needed for sustainable 
societies

 Mainstreaming requires 
moving beyond the ‘barriers’

 It relies on a patchwork of 
actors and measures

 Different countries need 
different governance 
interventions
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