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~20 Bantu languages

e JE45: Ikoma, Nata, Ishenyi
e JE401: Ngoreme
e Other JE40: Ikizu, Zanaki, Kuria, Kabwa, Simbiti

Mara region = JE20, F20
e Southern: Datooga

e \Western: Luo
e Fastern: Maa




South Mara

Western Serengeti
Southwest Mara
Southeast Mara
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Ikizu Zanaki Isenye lkoma Nata Ngoreme
South Mara (Roth 2018)




Western Serengeti languages (WS)

High lexical similarity (Hill et al. 2007)

Over 85% between Ikoma-Nata-Ishenyi (INI)

77-79% between Ngoreme and IN|
(Micro)variation in many areas, e.g.

Vowel phonemes & harmony

Tone system

TAM system

Noun classes



The “Mara project”

» Linguistic Variation as an Indicator of Historical Relations and Language
Contact: A comparative grammar of four Mara Bantu languages (Tanzania)
(https://blogs.helsinki.fi/mara-project/)

> Funded by Kone Foundation
> lkoma, Nata, Ishenyi, Ngoreme




» A new approach to presenting multilectal grammars since none of the current
ones can, e.g.

o present descriptions of a single language/variety (or some subsystem), and

> be searched for a certain subsystem (e.g. demonstratives) or feature and have a
parallel view of these in all languages involved, and

> have the linguistic descriptions translated and presented in another language (e.qg.
Swabhili) = access to local communities, and

> have the examples retrieved from an annotated database.



Western Serengeti Languages — A Comparative Grammar

Ikoma + Ishenyi + Naia + Ngoreme + Combined grammars ~ 2= Kiswahili

Introduction




Western Serengeti Languages — A Comparative Grammar

Ikoma ~ Ishenyi ~ Nata + Ngoreme v Combined grammars » 22 Kiswahili

PHONOLOGY MORPHOLOGY DISCOURSE
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Lugha za Serengeti ya Magharibi — Sarufi

Tkoma v Ishenyi + Nata + Ngoreme + Miungano yasarufi ~ BE English

Utangulizi (lkoma)
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Lugha za Serengeti ya Magharibi —

Ikoma + Ishenyi -~

1. Komsonanti
1.1 Aina za konso

1.2 Kanuni 73

| fulgi:tala}

kuathimwva na

Mazmgin yao

1.2.1 Labialisation
IS3anon

3 Pratigsalisation
Swa

13 Kanuni ya Dahl

1.43 Nasal deletion
swa
2. Vifuniko na siiab)
2.1 Aina za irsbu
2.2 Tangamano |z irsbu
23 Urefu wa irzbu
24 Muungano wa
irabu
2.5 Mipaka ya silabi
3. Toni
3.1 Toni za kileksia za

noming

MNata -~

IKOMA & ISHENYI

arufl

Ngoreme - Miungano ya sarmfi ~

IKOMA & NATA
lojia
1, Konsonant
1.1 Aina za lonsonarii
1.2 Kanini za

konsanantl kuathin na KonsCcnant

kuathirwa na kuathirnwva na
m 3 yaa Mazingira yao

_abialisation 1.21 Labsalisation

Ikoma & ish a & Nata swa
13 Kanuni

14 Other p

1.3 Kanuni ya Dahl
Ikoma & i data swa
14.1 Vioicing

dizsimilation ko

1.4.3 Masal deletion 1.4.3 Nasal deletion
lkoma & lkoma & Mata swa
2, Vifuniko na silab 2. Vifuniko na silabi
21 Ama za imbu 2.1 Aina 7 irabu
2 Tangamano la isbu 22 Tang
3 Urefs wa irsbu 3 Urehs wa irabu
2A Muungano wa A Muungano wa
irabi

25 Mipaka ya silabi 2.5 Mipaka ya silabi
3. Ton

3.1 Toniza k

2no la rabu

¥E English

IKOMA & NGOREME

1.2 Karuni 23
kesmsonanti kuathin na
ksathinwa na
MazINgira

1.2.1 Labialisation

oma & Ngorerr

n

na & Ngoreme

3 Prenasalisat

lkoma & Ngoreme

asal defs=tion
3 & Ngoreme
SWa

2, Vifuniko na silabl

2.2 Tangamano la irabl

2.3 Urefu wa irabu

2.1 Aina za rabu

24 Muungano wa

ISHENYI & NATA

1.1ANazak
1.2 Kanuni za
konso lwiathin na

kuathirwa na

Prenasalisation

3 Kanuni

4 Other processes
isheny &

.1 Voicing

mikatio

143 Nasal ¢

Ishery & Nata swe

2. Vifuniko na silabi

famano 1a irabu
23 Urefu wa irsbu
24 Muungano wa
rabu

Mipaks ya silaby

ISHENYI &
NGOREME

Fonclona

NATA & NGOREME

)
a 7a korsonanti anum za
kensonanti kuat!

kuathinwa na

MaZingira yac

1.2.1 Labiali

:}
/> /B Isheny
e Nata & Ngoreme
143 Masal delstion NE
Ishem & Ngoreme 2 Vifuniko na
21 Aina za iraby

cilabi . ngamang fa irabu

Jrefu wa irsbu




Sharing

oo - » Web design can be copied
Setolate Risivas | to other projects with similar
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*Documentation and scripts
openly available in GitHub




Thank you!
Asanteni!
Mogachomi chwée!




