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What are the images of Finland in the Russian
media and Russia in the Finnish media?



120.000+ articles

Period: 1997-2017
Newspapers:
Russian Federal

Russian Regional

YLE Finland



1. News agenda
2. Dynamic geography
3. Understanding of the ‘neighbour’



What’s on the agenda?
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SPORTS and POLITICS



Finnish media (YLE
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Russian media (federal)
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Where things happen?
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Where things happen?
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Neighbour/Naapuri/Cocea
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www.iltalehti.fi



Neighbour/Naapuri/Cocea

That’s where ‘neighbour’ comes all political

Example period 2004-2009

European West Slogan America




Neighbour/Naapuri/Cocea

That’s where ‘neighbour’ comes all political

Example period 2004-2009

"ellow European West Ally Slogan America

ello Fello All Palmyra Finn European
cou mar it over



Neighbour/Naapuri/Cocea

That’s where neighbourhood comes all political

Example period 2004-2009
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Neighbour/Naapuri/Cocen  western

countries

Patterns in color

Finns

Example period 2004-2009
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Computational techniques



Data Cleaning

json to csv

lemmatization -> returning the words
to their basic form

removing the stop words -> the not
meaningful “and”, “or”...

Cincinnati Bell Historical Archiveé
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Sports and Politics - technique —] N

Dominant annual
agendas
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The most significant
word from each article
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Where things happen? - tech~"~" "~ . ...
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Luettelo Venijan suurimmista ke
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Understanding the ‘neighbour’ - techniques

In [13]: | # Get words most similar to a topic
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Challenges and Limitations

Wordclouds, Method: TF-IDF
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- Lemmatization

- Timestamps

- Running TF-IDF on individual articles VS combined yearly data
- 1 pass VS 2 pass TF-IDF

- Can miss short-lived keywords!



Challenges and Limitations

Geo Mapping and Topic Modelling, Method: POI mapping, STM
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Lemmatization

Place name transliteration and disambiguation
Selecting the number of topics and topic clusters
Ambiguous articles and topics



Challenges and Limitations

Word neighbourhoods, Method: Word2Vec

Timestamps and Lemmatization

Quantity of data for shorter periods (5 years at a time)
Picking the right dimensionality and threshold
Reading too much into it!
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Ideas for future research
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Yearly words per topic - sports, culture, economics

Compare seemingly similar concepts across languages - same or not?

Causality and sentiment analysis - connect events to sentiment



lic outreach during the hackathon

Tweets Following Followers Likes
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@RussiaFinlandl ﬁ Russia « Finland @RussiaFinlandl - May 29
i ) . & i
Welcome to Russia < Finland DHH18 Breinstormingcontinics -

#dhh18 #dici ities #RussiaFi
team profilelmm = dhh18 #digitalhumanities #RussiaFinland

© Helsinki, Finland
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[Ed Photos and videos
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New to Twitter?

Sign up now to get your own
personalized timeline!

Worldwide trends

#NBAFinals §
588K Tweets

Rafael Hernando

El Congreso debate la mocién de censura sin
Rajoy

#FridayFeeling

20.6K Tweets

#FelizFinde
5,909 Tweets

#TNT2FinaLeDay5
35K Tweets



Cnacunoo!

Kiitos!

Questions?



