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Barbara Rogoff has spent years trying to understand a puzzle that she found as a grad student
when she was studying children’s learning in a Maya community. When she asked parents how
they teach their children the complex technologies and concepts involved in weaving and
agriculture, they said, “We don’t teach them. They learn.” This was a puzzling because the
children clearly weren’t discovering this complex knowledge on their own. Since then, Barbara
has tried to understand how children learn without being taught. Some of her inspiration comes
from the work of Vygotsky, Leont’ev, Ilyenkov, Cole, Scribner, Lave, and McDermott.

Together with other scholars (many of them Indigenous) who are also interested in how
children learn without being taught, Barbara has described Learning by Observing and Pitching
In to family and community endeavors (LOPI). LOPI involves including learners as
contributors, building collaboratively on their interest, treating learning as a process of growth,
by means of observing and pitching in to shared ongoing activity; and evaluating the guidance
as well as learners’ contributions. See https:/ /learningbyobservingandpitchingin.sites.ucsc.edu

The process of Learning by Observing and Pitching In to family and community endeavors (LOPI)
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6 How do people communicate?

They coordinate and relate
using multiple channels:
Z- judicious use of spoken language and
articulate nonverbal conversation --
based in the shared context,
in service of ongoing efforts and relations.
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Barbara is UCSC Foundation Distinguished Professor of Psychology at UC Santa Cruz. She has
received awards for Distinguished Lifetime Contributions (Society for Research in Child
Development), Distinguished Contributions to Developmental Science (Jean Piaget Society),
and Outstanding Research (UCSC). She is an elected member of the American Academy of Arts
and Sciences and the National Academy of Education, and a Fellow of the AAA, APS, APA, and
AERA. She has held the University of California Presidential Chair and Fellowships of the
Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Kellogg Foundation, and the
Exploratorium, and served as Editor of Human Development.
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Barbara is author of award-winning books published by Oxford, including Learning Together:
Children and Adults in a School Community; The Cultural Nature of Human Development;

and Developing Destinies: A Mayan Midwife and Town.

Plus she illustrated a picture book, The Hen that Crowed, in watercolor. (Author: Sheila Cole)

Together with colleagues, she has published 3 special issues on LOPI. The first one is in Spanish
and English.
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