YRJO ENGESTROM

Director, Center for Research on Activity, Development and Learning CRADLE
Professor Emeritus of Education, University of Helsinki

Professor Emeritus of Communication, University of California, San Diego
Visiting Professor, Rhodes University, South Africa

Visiting Professor, University West, Sweden

yrjo.engestrom@helsinki.fi

In my work, I apply and develop the conceptual framework of cultural-historical activity
theory and the theory of expansive learning. I study transformations of activity systems,
ranging from workplaces and organizations to schools and social movements. This goes
hand in hand with the application and development of the methodology of formative
interventions, notably the Change Laboratory. At present, my main concern is the
dialectics of global collaboration for developing the fourth generation of activity theory,
to respond to the challenges of current planetary crises.

With my research group, we have recently completed a four-year project called ‘In
Search for Significance: Fostering Movement across the Worlds of Adolescents’. This
project has generated and will generate a number of publications (see papers 4 and 5 at
the end of this profile).

[ am an active member of Annalisa Sannino’s RESET research group, pursuing a long-
term agenda of formative intervention studies supporting the Finnish Housing First
movement to eradicate homelessness (see paper 2 at the end of this profile).

[ have just completed a book titled Concept Formation in the Wild, to be published by
Cambridge University Press in the summer of 2024. In this book I show that we are all
involved in collective formation of functional concepts. In particular, collaborative
creation and implementation of future-making germ-cell concepts can become a



powerful resource for transforming activity systems and generating alternatives to
capitalism.

In the near future, [ will be working on a scientific autobiography titled The Concepts of
My Life - the Lives of My Concepts. With Annalisa Sannino and Ge Wei, we are editing a
book titled Cultural-Historical Activity Theory: Foundational and Inspirational Readings,
to be published both in Chinese and in English. With Aydin Bal, [ am preparing a special
journal issue on Change Laboratories and formative interventions around the world.
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