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I am professor of education and the faculty director of Global Engagement Office at the 
University of Wisconsin—Madison. As a practitioner and researcher, I have worked with youth 
from minoritized communities experiencing academic and behavioral problems in schools, 
hospitals, and prisons from the United States, South Sudan, Syria, Iraq, the Russian Federation, 
Turkey, the Anishinaabe Nation, and Malawi. My research focuses on the interplay between 
culture, learning, and dis/ability across local and global education systems. Informed by the 
theory of expansive learning, historical materialism, and decolonializing and emancipatory 
epistemologies, my work focuses on the social justice issues in education, student-family-school-
community-university collaboration, organizational innovations, and future making.  

I have been involved in the development the Culturally Responsive Positive Behavioral Interventions and 
Supports framework and the Learning Lab methodology. Learning Lab is a formative intervention aiming 
at facilitating collective agency, systemic transformation, and expansive learning. In Learning 
Labs, local stakeholders (educators, youth, families, policy makers, and community 
representatives), especially those from historically marginalized communities, design and 
implement inclusive and transformative education systems. Learning Lab has been implemented 
in more than 20 public schools and teacher education institutions in California, Florida, Kansas, 
New Hampshire, and Wisconsin in the United States and internationally in the Anishinaabe 
Nation, Brazil, and Turkey. My colleagues and I work toward developing sustainable, just, and 
joyful alternatives to capitalism. Learn more about our research team's work at http://crpbis.org.  
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