




The University of Helsinki will be carbon 
neutral by 2030. We are committed to 
responding to the global climate crisis in 
all our operations. Our climate action is 
founded on our shared values of truth, 
Bildung, freedom and inclusivity.

All climate action stems from 
research-based knowledge. In 
our climate efforts, genuine 
impact is key. We examine and 
consider any conflicts in our 
climate action with other 
important goals, such as the 
promotion of biodiversity and 
the sustainable use of natural 
resources. 

We are committed to identifying 
solutions to global problems. 
We will serve as a pioneer and 
leader in creating new 
knowledge and preconditions 
for mitigating climate change 
and biodiversity loss through 
our research and teaching.

We openly and boldly 
develop our calculation 
models, reporting and 
measures. We carry out 
extensive collaboration to 
achieve the climate goals on 
the local, national and 
international levels. 

Our entire community 
contributes to climate action. 
We travel, eat and consume in 
the most sustainable and low-
carbon ways possible, keeping in 
mind the planetary boundaries 
and moderation. 



In 2019, the carbon footprint of the University of Helsinki was 77,777 tonnes of CO2e. Emissions are 

classified according to both the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHG) and categories of actions to be 

taken. Emissions are calculated annually.

The University’s carbon footprint as presented in 

accordance with the GHG Protocol. Because the 

COVID-19 pandemic disrupted operations in 2020 and 

2021, the year 2019 was selected as the period of analysis.

The University’s emissions divided into operative 

categories: Facilities, Procurement, Transport and Food. 

Total emissions can be presented as 1.96 tonnes of CO2e per 

person, 172 kg per 1 m2 of floor space or 115 kg per €1,000 of 

University turnover (€676.6 million)



We have split our climate action into five categories, of which the first four include direct 
emission reductions and the fifth includes positive climate effects.

• Green transitions 
will occur in forms 
of energy.

• Energy consumption 
will be reduced. 

• Facilities will be 
adaptable and their 
use efficient.

• Procurement will be 
sustainable and 
carefully planned. 

• Low-carbon operators 
will be favoured. 

• The role of the circular 
economy and recycling 
will be increased. 

• A culture of sharing 
will be strengthened.

• Air travel will be 
reduced and 
alternative forms of 
travel enabled. 

• Commuting between 
home and University 
will generate the least 
carbon dioxide 
emissions possible.

• The lunchcafeterias
operating on 
University premises 
will be supported in 
their efforts to reduce 
their carbon 
emissions. 

• The University’s 
catering services will 
be oriented towards 
plant-based food.

• All efforts to achieve 
carbon neutrality must 
stem from research-
based knowledge. 

• We will investigate, 
teach and share 
climate-related 
knowledge throughout 
society.



With the emission reduction measures 
outlined in the roadmap, we will reduce 
our carbon footprint by two-thirds by 
2030. We are also constantly looking for 
new reduction targets to further increase 
our ambition. For the remaining climate 
emissions, we will look at internal and 
external compensation models and 
different types of carbon sinks to achieve 
carbon neutrality.



48% of the University of Helsinki’s carbon footprint is 
generated by facility emissions. The impact of the green 
transition on reducing the University’s carbon footprint 
is extremely significant. In a community of 40,000 
people, even small measures taken by individuals affect 
the reduction of energy consumption.

• The electricity and district heating purchased by the 
University of Helsinki are carbon neutral. 

• 10% of energy consumption is covered by independently 
produced renewable energy. 

• Energy consumption has been reduced by 15%. 

• Fossil heating fuels have been abandoned. 

• The University complies with the principles and 
guidelines of sustainable construction. 

• Total emission reduction target: 34,000 tonnes of CO2e 
(from 2019)



With annual procurement of approximately €150 
million, the University of Helsinki is a significant buyer 
of public services and goods. Procurement must be as 
low-carbon as possible. Needs-tested consumption, 
recycling and the promotion of the circular economy 
must also be increased.

• We use only suppliers committed to low-carbon 
operations for procurement. 

• We are able to easily monitor the carbon footprint 
of all purchased products and services. 

• Our procurement is sustainable and moderate. We 
have efficient recycling and circular economy 
models in place. 

• We have a strong culture of sharing equipment. 

• Total emission reduction target: 8,000 tonnes of 
CO2e



International activities and mobility are 
important for the University. However, 
unnecessary travel must be avoided, 
and travel must generate as little 
emissions as possible. This also applies 
to commuting. Digitalisation must be 
utilised as much as possible.

• Air travel significantly reduced 

• Comprehensive guidelines for 
low-carbon travel 

• Carbon footprint of commuting 
45% below 2019 level 

• Total emission reduction target: 
4,000 tonnes of CO2e



The University community must increasingly pay 
attention to the carbon footprint of its meals. In 
addition, the aim is to increase public awareness of 
the carbon footprint and sustainability of food.

• The lunch cafeterias operating on our premises 
must have a transparent low-carbon and 
sustainability programme. 

• The University’s catering services are oriented 
towards plant-based food. 

• Our food procurement employs strong 
sustainability and environmental criteria. 

• Total emission reduction target: 2,500 tonnes
of CO2e



Every day, the University accumulates new knowledge, educates and trains 
specialists, and creates innovations that help, either directly or indirectly, to 
reduce emissions. Members of the University community must boldly defend 
the significance of research-based knowledge in their everyday activities and, 
more broadly, in societal decision-making.

The University has both the opportunity and duty to push 
significant change: 

• We conduct groundbreaking multidisciplinary climate research in 
Finland’s largest scholarly community. 

• We train future climate experts. 

• We are a catalyst for research-based societal change. 

• We create future climate innovations founded on research.

• We raise awareness of climate issues both within the university 
community and society as a whole.



• To achieve the goals of the roadmap and actual emission 
reductions, we need a significant number of individual measures 
and projects. 

• In planning, implementing and assessing these measures, 
particular attention will be paid to the interconnections between 
biodiversity loss, social justice and climate action.

• The University’s carbon footprint is calculated annually, and the 
effects of measures are actively monitored and coordinated by the 
University’s coordination group for climate action.  

• Our ambitious goals will be achieved only through collaboration. 
At the heart of climate action is collaboration among the 
University community and with other parties active in society.



https://www.helsinki.fi/assets/drupal/2023-04/HY_Tiekartta_pitkäversio.pdf
https://www.helsinki.fi/assets/drupal/2023-04/HY_Tiekartta_pitkäversio.pdf
: https:/www.helsinki.fi/assets/drupal/2023-04/HY_Tiekartta_Liitteet_pdf.pdf
https://www.helsinki.fi/en/about-us/sustainability-and-responsibility
https://www.helsinki.fi/en/about-us/sustainability-and-responsibility/sustainability-and-responsibility-reports-and-plans
https://www.helsinki.fi/en/helsinki-institute-sustainability-science
https://www.hy247.fi/kestavyys-ja-vastuullisuusraportit
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