METAL DETECTING AS A CREATIVE COMMUNITY
- the Danish DIME portal
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Danefa’ // ‘treasure trove’ Consolidated Act on Museums ( § 30)

(1) Objects of the past (...) if made of valuable material or ‘metal detector quantities'
special cultural heritage value. ”‘°°°

(2) Treasure trove shall belong to the state. (...) e /
(3) The National Museum shall pay a rev ' 15,000 /
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DIME ID: 104835

FINDER

Andres Dobat

Obstrupvej 12L

8320 Maarslet

Tif.: 41118689

Email: farkado@cas.au.dk

FUNDSTED

Matrikel 5di, Seby By, Kobberup
Skive Kommune

507444 / 6264613 (EPSG:25832)
Museum Salling

FUND

Funddato: 2020-12-19

Negle (Kobberlegering (f.eks. bronze))

Middelalder (1067 - 1535)

Vaegt: g

Laengde: 49 mm

Simpel negle med uregelmaessig rund il firkantet
skaft, flad, firkantet skaeg og rund handtag. Handtaget
er knaekket, mulighvis pga. slid. Dateringen til
middelalder baseres pa den simple udferelse men er
tentativ.

* 13‘,81 m I \
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Creating data at the trowels edge




Users: Museums/heritage sector Usergroup: Finders

Goal: Support administrative Goal: Promote and explore citizen
practice science as tool
« Standardised data (and service) » Finders provide data/ knowledge

Crowd sourcing (user interaction)
Feedback to finders

Promote good practice
Competence building

» Effective processing
« Migration to other data
repositories
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Users: The public
Goal: Promote public use and

3 Usergroup: Researchers
“ Goal: Promote use of detector finds

appreciation o in research

» Digital exhibitions  Fra BIG til DEEP DATA
» Searchable data * FAIR principles

* Contextual information « Citizen science

AARHUS -
/v UNIVERSITY DIME users, goals and actions




.3":“’ launch (august 2018): —

« 3500 users (private finders) E ez
* 167.867 find records |

* 31 museums

)
......

..on average 112 finds per day

DIME brugerregistrering (27-04-2022)

33%
1

ca. 85% Danish detector-users
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DIME 1D 60656

Engelik pensy (meel) e Facilitate public use and dissemination
Sty .-

Vikingetid (750 - 1066) . A Users: The pUbIIC
Noed[yilands Historiske Muscum y
Aalboeg Koaumene

N Digital exhibitions
F» ‘V > % (https://www.metaldetektorfund.dk/beta
' Judstilling/)
Searchable data

Contextual information
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‘The best invention since the detector’

It has life much easier for me. MUCH easier!’
‘DIME makes me cry tears of joy.

‘DIME till | die’

‘My finds are all dimed’
Various detector users

‘why should I bother...’
‘Il want to find things — recording is the professionals job’

“DIME is a surveillance tool used by the museums’

Various detector users
F - 3 ’ ¥ i
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“‘DIME has lessened our Workload per find, which means a lot for us. Apan‘ .\r ’
from saving time, DIME gives us a much better overview.. This makes
working with finds and sites much more exciting”
Thomas Guntzelnick Poulsen (Museum Gstjylland)
) [l « F " F
' z - | “l am a big fan of DIME. It makes our work much easier and the
g = amateurs are happy”
Y Kristoffer B. Pedersen, Museum Sydgstdanmark
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“We will never be able to use data provided by detector users!”

“The detectorists only use DIME because they want a quicker treasure trove payment”

"Through DIME the universities take away our research data”
Museum professionals about DIME N
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/v UNIVERSITY  woceonnno moscon Museum ‘users’ about DIME



Users: Museums/heritage sector Usergroup: Finders

Goal: Support administrative Goal: Promote and explore citizen
practice science as tool
« Standardised data (and service) » Finders provide data/ knowledge

Crowd sourcing (user interaction)
Feedback to finders

Promote good practice
Competence building

» Effective processing
« Migration to other data
repositories
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Users: The public
Goal: Promote public use and

3 Usergroup: Researchers
“ Goal: Promote use of detector finds

appreciation o in research

» Digital exhibitions  Fra BIG til DEEP DATA
» Searchable data * FAIR principles

* Contextual information « Citizen science

AARHUS -
/v UNIVERSITY DIME users, goals and actions




/v AARHUS it (O MU background

UNIVERSITY MOESGAARD MUSEUM



The cultural historical angle
» Artefact studies

» Site- or regional studies
National and transnational studies

Heritage angle

e co-creation

« citizen science

» Outreach strategies

* Health and well-being
« etc.

The methodological angle
» Formation processes

e conservation

» Survey strategy

« digital humanities

+ etc.

/v ﬁﬁm%%,w More than things and data — metal detecting and research



Promote use of detector finds in
research
Usergroup: Researchers

 Fra BIG til DEEP DATA
* FAIR principles
» Citizen science
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https://www.metaldetektorfund.dk/ny/fund/?dimeid=173681

Antiquities
Traveling

Nature ..

Electronics  Fossils

Photography&Movies

Knitting

o Art . »
Hunting&Fishing
Sports Genealogy
Reenactment Archaeology Others History

Home-Guard €0ins Theater

wsic Books

Computers

Cars&Motorcycles&Hardware

Animals&Gardening

The typical detector user:

A man in his 40ies,
who likes to be outside,
with a (tangible) goal

/v AARHUS i OMU Talk WITH not TO the public
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Its als
trophy, the tr
letter

Veelg de tre udsagn som bedst beskriver hvorfor du dyrker metaldetekorhobbyen ( * Thein descr. ibable f eelin g of bein g the first

maks. vaelge tre af mulighederne) to hold a thing which last was touched by a

viking is fantastic

At jeg kan far ro og stresse af

» | feel close and connected to the people
which objects | find

Al vaere ude | naturen

At jeg kan finde noget spektakulasrt

« Suffering from PTSD it’s a good way to
relax and reduce my compulsive thinking

At fa udbetalt Danefaegodtgerelse

AL A G L SV Various detector users on why they metal detect

Danmarkhistorien og sére vores

kulturary r—
—

At lave min egen forskning omkring mine
fund (10 og datering) og fundpladser

Al vaere sammen med mine
sogemakkere og andre detektorbrugere |
foreningen eller ved traef

A AN, TN AVARS AN A0S

/\l Fifie AN Talk WITH not TO the public

UNIVERSITY moescaarp museum



Citizen science...?

» Even though they act like citizen scientists,
most DIME patrticipants (finders) do not
identify themselves as citizen scientists!
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DIME as a creative community \\
A creative community, which in different ways engages with A

archaeological finds and transforms them into data, knowledge,
narratives, emotions, (you name it...).

Scientific data and knowledge are only ONE among many

different emerging outputs and values (sense of belonging,
. mental grounding, social cohesion, togetherness etc.)

MU SR § A PR PR 6 DR ¥ T O O |
/V G\Qﬁ% . DIME as a creative community
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Det ta'r kun 5 minutter
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Challenges of the CS approach:

Diverse user group -

Data quality

Spatial data sensitivity/protectionism

Different conceptions of archaeology and heritage
Institutional resistance and scepticism
Sustainability

GDPR

Technological obstacles

-

3 a

... and not all of your users necessarily want to be citizen
» Scientists

AARHUS
/v UNIVERSITY DIME data as research resource



Borgerforskning som kulturarvsinnovator

Danefee og detektorarkaeologi som samskabende forskning og kilde til ny viden
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DANEFA

STIFTET 25. MARTS 1942
DATAINDSAMLING

FORSKNINGS-
INFRASTRUKTUR

DANSK
METALDETEKTORARKAOLOGI
I]]I Y 2
, BORGERFORSKNING
sell @

FORMIDLING VN KOLLEKTIV VIDEN
OG LERING S OG FEEDBACK

DEEP DATA
LABORATORIET
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UNIVERSITY DIME 2023-2025



Archaeology as CS:

a new and exciting way of creating new data and
doing archaeology

redefines heritage as a process (not a product)

an alternative role for heritage as a source of social
cohesion beyond national identity

archaeology as a social asset and catalyst for
learning, civic empowerment and democracy
...something we all can contribute to in a meaningful
way

AARHUS :
/ NP UNIVERSITY Concluding remarks



FROM TREASURE HUNTERSTO . "
CITIZEN SCIENTISTS |

Metal Jetecting and Archueciogical Heritage in the Nordic Regilon Warkshop Series 20222

a MY

ARHUS 2023

Arhus Workshop: Understanding the social and cultural aspects of metal detecting: practices and attitudes of public finders and
of professionals

In this workshop, we focus on the historical and contemporary contexts of how
metal detectng relates to professional archaeciogy across the Nordic regions, The
workshog &5 organized at Moesgaard Maseunts Auditorium, which has space to
open the workshop 250 to the wider public

The workshop will take place 27-28th April 2023 in Arhus, Denmark, coordinated
by Assocate Prof Andres Dobat (Arhus University) and Dr Pleterjan Deckers (Vrije
Uriversiteit Brussed)

Further information wil De published closer 10 the event date ,(,
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