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Helsinki, Monday–Wednesday, 11–13 June

University of Helsinki, Main building of the University, old side, Unioninkatu 34 
(U34)

University of Helsinki, Main building of the University, new side, Fabianinkatu 
33 (F33)

University of Helsinki, Metsätalo building, Unioninkatu 40 (U40)

Imatra, Thursday–Saturday, 14–17 June

Cultural Centre (CC), Virastokatu 1

Hotel Valtionhotelli (VH), Torkkelinkatu 2

City Hall (CH), Virastokatu 2

Local Organizing Committee/Comité d’Organisation Local/Comité Organizador 
local/Örtliches Organisationskomitee:
Hector Bahillo, Merja Bauters, Massimo Berruti, Merja Hottinen, Tarja 
Knuuttila, Pirjo Kukkonen, Otto Lehto, Dario Martinelli, Anna Mennola, Elina 
Paukkunen, Pekka Pesonen, Maija Rossi, Eero Tarasti (Chair), Eila Tarasti, Harri 
Veivo, Irma Vierimaa, Susanna Välimäki
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Monday, June 11th
10.00–15.30	 Registration: Helsinki University, Metsätalo building (U40)
14.00–15.30	 Hommage to Adam Schaff (U40 room 6)
16.00–18.00	 Opening of the 9th IASS–AIS World Congress of Semiotics, 		
				    University of Helsinki, Main building, great hall (U34)
18.00			   Reception of the University of Helsinki, Main building 	

Tuesday, June 12th
09.00–10.00	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Main building, great hall (U34): 
				    Ilkka Niiniluoto: Academic and cultural philosophy in Finland
10.00–10.30	 Coffee break
10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables
13.00–14.30	 Lunch break
14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables
17.00–17.30	 Coffee break
17.30–18.30	 Plenary lecture, Main building, great hall (U34): 
				    Anne Hénault: Understanding, misunderstanding: The semiotic 		
				    reformulation
20.00			   Gala Dinner, Old Student House, Mannerheimintie 3

Wednesday, June 13th
09.00–10.00	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Main building, great hall (U34): 
				    Vilmos Voigt: Suggestions for a Conceptual History  
				    of Finno-Ugric Semiotics
10.00–10.30	 Coffee break
10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables
13.00–14.30	 Lunch break
14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables
17.00–17.30	 Coffee break
17.30–18.30	 Plenary lecture, Main building, great hall (U34):
				    Youzheng Li: Semiotics and ancient History – Rethinking the		
				    composition of historical discourse
19.00			   Reception of the City of Helsinki 
				    (City Hall, Pohjoisesplanadi 11–13)
  
Thursday, June 14th
10.15			   Congress Train to Imatra. Dep. from Helsinki Railway Station,  
				    platform 8 
12.55			   Arrival at Imatra. Transportation to hotels and lodging
13.30			   Transportation to Lunch at Cultural Centre
14.00–15.00	 Lunch break
15.00			   Transportation to Cultural Centre 
15.30–15.40	 Welcoming speech: Pertti Lintunen, Mayor of Imatra
15.40–17.30	 General Assembly of IASS 
17.30–18.00	 Coffee break
18.00–19.00	 Plenary lecture, Cultural Centre, Karelia hall: 
				    Yuri Tsivian: From synesthesia to multimedia: How Lintsbach’s old 	
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				    semiotic fantasy looks in the digital age
19.15			   Opening of the Art Exhibition by Matti Klinge 
				    Welcoming Reception of ISI (Imatra Cultural Centre)

Friday, June 15th
09.00–10.00	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Cultural Centre, Karelia Hall: 
				    Jaan Kaplinski: Two types of human communication
10.00–10.30	 Coffee break
10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables
10.30–13.00	 Meeting of the Executive Committee 
13.00–14.30	 Lunch break
14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables
17.00–17.30	 Coffee break
1730–18.30	 Plenary lecture, Cultural Centre, Karelia Hall: 
				    Eliseo Veron: Sémiotiques et théories de la communication: Épisodes 	
				    d’une convergence toujours différée
19.00			   Imatra Rapids surge
19.30–20.30	 Puppet Theatre Festival: 
				    Bolero by Svyataya Krepost Theatre, Viburg, Russia 
				    Theatre Imatra, Kallenkatu 3
21.00–22.00	 Puppet Theatre Festival: 
				    Bolero by Svyataya Krepost Theatre, Viburg, Russia
				    Theatre Imatra, Kallenkatu 3

Saturday, June 16th
09.00–10.00	 Plenary Lecture, Cultural Centre, Karelia hall: 
				    Eero Tarasti: Freedom and necessity – Bases for the existentiality of 	
				    signs and communication
10.00–10.30	 Coffee break
10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables
13.00–14.30	 Lunch break
14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables
17.00–17.30	 Coffee break
17.30–18.30	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Cultural Centre, Karelia hall: 
				    Pirjo Kukkonen: The Finnish tango as a sign and sign system in 		
				    Finnish culture – The semiosis of nostalgia, joy, and melancholy
21.00–24.00	 Tango evening at the Suikkala Dance Pavillion beside Lake 		
				    Saimaa Vantaa Pops Orchestra and Markus Allan

Sunday, June 17th 
09.00–10.00	 Sessions & round tables
10.00–10.30	 Coffee break
10.30–11.30	 Sessions & round tables
11.45–12.45	 Closure
12.45–14.00	 Lunch Break

Excursion to St. Petersburg, June 18th–20th
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Monday, June 11th

10.00–15.30	 Registration: Helsinki University, Metsätalo building 

12.00–13.00	 Meeting with the Chinese delegation, U40 room 7

14.00–15.30	 Hommage to Adam Schaff, U40 room 6

16.00–18.00	 Opening of the 9th IASS/AIS World Congress of Semiotics, 	
				    University of Helsinki, Main building, great hall (U34)

18.00			   Reception of the University of Helsinki, Main building

Special session
14.00–15.30 	 Hommage to Adam Schaff, U40 room 6
				    Susan Petrilli and Augusto Ponzio: Adam Schaff: From  
				    Semantics to Political Semiotics
				    Anti Randviir
				    Vincent Colapietro
				    Paul Cobley
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Tuesday, June 12th

09.00–10.00	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Main building, great hall (U34):  
				    Ilkka Niiniluoto: Academic and cultural philosophy in Finland 
				    introduced by Professor Sami Pihlström, University of Tampere

10.00–10.30	 Coffee break

10.30–12.00	 Board meeting of the IASS/AIS, F33 room 20

10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables

13.00–14.30	 Lunch break

14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables

17.00–17.30	 Coffee break

17.30–18.30	 Plenary lecture, Main building, great hall (U34):  
				    Anne Hénault: Understanding, misunderstanding: The semiotic 	
				    reformulation 
				    introduced by  Professor Ivan Darrault, Université de Limoges

20.00			   Gala Dinner, Old Student House, Mannerheimintie 3 
				    Dress: free (dark suit recommended if available)
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Wednesday, June 13th

09.00–10.00	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Main building, great hall (U34):  
				    Vilmos Voigt: Suggestions for a Conceptual History of  
				    Finno-Ugric Semiotics 
				    introduced by Professor Altti Kuusamo, University of 		
				    Turku

09.30–11.30	 Meeting of the Pan-European Semantic Network, F33 room 15

10.00–10.30	 Coffee break

10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables

13.00–14.30	 Lunch break

14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables

17.00–17.30	 Coffee break

17.30–18.30	 Plenary lecture, Main building, great hall (U34):  
				    Youzheng Li: Semiotics and ancient History – Rethinking the 	
				    composition of historical discourse 
				    introduced by Professor Roland Posner, Technische Universität 	
				    Berlin

19.00			   Reception of the City of Helsinki (City Hall, Pohjoisesplanadi 	
				11    –13)
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Thursday, June 14th

10.15			   Congress Train to Imatra. Departure from Helsinki Railway 	
				    Station, platform 8

12.55			   Arrival in Imatra. Transportation to hotels and lodging

13.30			   Transportation to Lunch at Cultural Centre (for 		
				    those who will have lunch there)

14.00–15.00	 Lunch break

15.00			   Transportation from hotels to Cultural Centre 

15.30–15.40	 Welcoming speech: Pertti Lintunen, Mayor of Imatra

15.40–17.30	 General Assembly of IASS/AIS 

17.30–18.00	 Coffee break, Cultural Centre, Café Paussi

18.00–19.00	 Plenary lecture, Cultural Centre, Karelia hall:  
				    Yuri Tsivian: From synesthesia to multimedia: How Lintsbach’s old 	
				    semiotic fantasy looks in the digital age 
				    introduced by Professor Pekka Pesonen, University of Helsinki

19.15			   Opening of the Art Exhibition by Matti Klinge 
				    Welcoming Reception of ISI (Imatra Cultural Centre)

21.30-22.00	 Transportation from Cultural Centre to hotels
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Friday, June 15th

08.30			   Transportation from hotels to Cultural Centre

09.00–10.00	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Cultural Centre, Karelia Hall: 

				    Jaan Kaplinski: Two types of human communication 
				    introduced by Professor Pekka Pesonen, University of Helsinki

10.00–10.30	 Coffee break, Cultural Centre, Café Paussi

10.00–17.00	 Non-stop transportation between Cultural Centre and 		
				    Valtionhotelli

10.30–12.30 	 Meeting of the Executive Committee, Cultural Centre, Karelia 	
				    Hall

10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables

10.30–13.00	 Meeting of the Executive Committee 

13.00–14.30	 Lunch break

14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables

17.00–17.30	 Coffee break, Cultural Centre, Café Paussi

17.30–18.30	 Plenary lecture, Cultural Centre, Karelia Hall:  
				    Eliseo Veron: Sémiotiques et théories de la communication:  
				    Épisodes d’une convergence toujours différée  
				    introduced by  Professor José Maria Paz Gago, University of 	
				    Coruña

18.30			   Transportation from Cultural Centre to Imatrankoski

19.00			   Imatra Rapids surge

19.30–20.30	 Puppet Theatre Festival: Bolero by Svyataya Krepost Theatre, 	
				    Viburg, Russia Theatre Imatra, Kallenkatu 3

20.30			   Transportation from Theatre Imatra to hotels

21.00–22.00	 Puppet Theatre Festival: Bolero by Svyataya Krepost Theatre, 	
				    Viburg, Russia Theatre Imatra, Kallenkatu 3

22.00			   Transportation from Theatre Imatra to hotels
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Saturday, June 16th

08.30			   Transportation from hotels to Cultural Centre

09.00–10.00	 Plenary Lecture, Cultural Centre, Karelia hall: Eero Tarasti: 	
				    Freedom and necessity – Bases for the existentiality of signs and 	
				    communication 
				    introduced by  Professor Kristian Bankov, New Bulgarian 	
				    University 

10.00–10.30	 Coffee break, Cultural Centre, Café Paussi

10.00–17.00	 Non-stop transportation between Cultural Centre and 		
				    Valtionhotelli

10.30–13.00	 Sessions & round tables

13.00–14.30	 Lunch break

14.30–17.00	 Sessions & round tables

15.00–17.00	 Meeting of the European Forum of Semioticians, 		
				    Valtionhotelli, room 3

17.00–17.30	 Coffee break, Cultural Centre, Café Paussi

17.30–18.30	 Fenno-Ugrian Plenary, Cultural Centre, Karelia hall:  
				    Pirjo Kukkonen: The Finnish tango as a sign and sign system in 	
				    Finnish culture – The semiosis of nostalgia, joy, and melancholy 
				    introduced by Professor Eero Tarasti, University of Helsinki

18.30			   Transportation from Cultural Centre to hotels

20.30			   Transportation from hotels to Suikkala Dance Pavilion

21.00–24.00	 Tango evening at the Suikkala Dance Pavillion beside Lake 	
				    Saimaa 	  
				    Vantaa Pops Orchestra and Markus Allan

23.00–24.00	 Transportation from Suikkala Dance Pavilion to hotels
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Sunday, June 17th 

08.30			   Transportation from hotels to Cultural Centre and  
				    Valtionhotelli

09.00–10.00	 Sessions & round tables

10.00–11.45	 Non-stop transportation between Cultural Centre and 		
				    Valtionhotelli

10.00–10.30	 Coffee break, Cultural Centre, Café Paussi

10.30–11.30	 Sessions & round tables

11.45–12.45	 Closure, Cultural Centre, Karelia Hall

12.45			   Transportation from Cultural Centre to Valtionhotelli

12.45–14.00	 Lunch

13.00			   Transportation from Valtionhotelli and Cultural Centre to 	
				    Imatra railway station
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Exhibitions and Films

In Helsinki

Book exhibition
Metsätalo building, 3rd floor

Non-stop films on Illustrious Semioticians
Metsätalo building, Unioninkatu 40, room 30 (5th floor)
Merja Bauters and her team at the Metropol Polytechnic University of Helsinki 
have prepared a DVD collection on “Significant Moments in the History of 
Semiotics”. The film consists of lectures and visits of famous semioticians in 
Finland and elsewhere. Included are A. J. Greimas (in Jyväskylä 1983), Juri 
Lotman (in Helsinki and Tartu in 1991), Thomas A. Sebeok (in Imatra in 1998 
and 2000), Julia Kristeva (in Helsinki in 1996) and many others.

Photo exhibition: Greimas’s Childhood
Metsätalo building, 3rd floor

In Imatra

Book exhibition
Imatra Cultural Centre

Non-stop movie: Imatra in Russian Art
Imatra Cultural Centre

Photo exhibition: Semiotics in Imatra 1986–2007
Imatra Cultural Centre

Matti Klinge: Paintings
Imatra Cultural Centre
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A Historian in Search of Signs of the Past and Present

Professor emeritus Matti Klinge, scholar of European, Nordic and Russian 
history of ideas, academic communities and semiotic practices, reveals with this 
retrospective exhibition his alter-ego as a painter.

In his pictures the spectator is guided through landscapes and icons of nature 
and culture; his visual imagination displays understanding of signs stemming from 
diverse milieus, ranging from Toscana and Provence to Helsinki and Paris, from 
Mont St. Victoire to the garden of Luxembourg, from medieval monastery to the 
borderlines of Europe in Greece and Turkey. He is not only looking for the genius 
loci of these places, but is allowing them to attract us by the impressions they 
make at dawn and sunset, in the mysteries of evening, as well as in the bursting 
forth of spring.

L’historien à la recherche des signes du passé et présent

Professeur émérite Matti Klinge, connoisseur de l’histoire des idées en Europe, 
au Nord et en Russie, dans leurs communautés académiques et pratiques 
sémiotiques, nous révèle par cette exposition restrospective son alter ego comme 
peintre.

Dans ses images le spectateur est guidé à travers des paysages et icônes de la 
nature et culture; sa phantaisie picturale démontre la comprehension des signes 
émanants des milieux divers, de Toscana et Provence jusqu’à Helsinki et Paris, de 
Mont St. Victoire au jardin du Luxembourg, d’une cloître medievale aux fron-
tières de l’Europe en Grèce et Turquie. Dans ces lieux il ne cherche pas seule-
ment le genius loci, mais les laisse nous fasciner par leurs impressions à l’aube 
et au coucher de soleil, dans les mystères du soir aussi bien que dans l’eveil du 
printemps.
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Sponsors of the Congress

Academy of Finland

City of Imatra

European Social Fund

Finnish Cultural Foundation

Foundation of Niilo Helander

Istituto Italiano di Cultura

Ministry of Education

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Nokia

State Privincial Office of Southern Finland


