
VOLUME 22

“The Enormous Failure  
of Nature”

Famine and Society
in the Nineteenth Century

Edited by Andrew G. Newby



Published in 2017
by the Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies
P.O. Box 4 (Fabianinkatu 24)
FI-00014 University of Helsinki
Finland

ISSN 1796-2986
ISBN 978-951-51-3072-3 (EPUB)
© Editor & Contributors 2017

______________________________________________________________

COLLeGIUM: Studies across Disciplines in the Humanities and Social Sciences

Editors-in-Chief
Timo Kaartinen

Managing Editor
Maija Väätämöinen

Editorial Board
Thomas Devaney, Josephine Hoegaerts, Nora Hämäläinen, Simo Knuuttila, Klaus Laalo, 
Merja Polvinen, Mari Wiklund

Board of Consulting Editors
Laura Assmuth, Marghareta Carucci, Denis Casey, Douglas Davies, Charles Husband, Mika 
Kajava, Leena Kaunonen, Kuisma Korhonen, Dan Lloyd, Petri Luomanen, Matti Miestamo, 
Marianna Muravyeva, Andrew Newby, Mika Ojakangas, Tom Popkewitz, Katariina Salmela-
Aro, Hanna Snellman, Koen Stapelbroek, Ian Thatcher, Kristiina Taivalkoski-Shilov, Miira 
Tuominen, Karen Vedel, Alan Warde

www.helsinki.fi/collegium/journal

Cover photo: Detail from Nälkävuosien 1866-68 uhrien muistomerkki [Memorial to the 
Victims of the Hunger Years 1866-68], Mäntsälä, Southern Finland. Monument unveiled in 
1984. Sculptor Heikki Varja (1918-1986). Photo by Andrew G. Newby. 



“The Enormous Failure of Nature”:
Famine and Society in the Nineteenth Century 

Edited by Andrew G. Newby

1.	 “The Enormous Failure of Nature”: Famine and Society in the Nineteenth 	 1
Century – Introductory Notes	
Andrew G. Newby

2.	 The World of the Cavan Cottier during the Great Irish Famine 	 9
Ciarán Reilly

3.	 “A Dreadful Pressure for Money”: The Bank Charter Act 1844 and Bankers 	 21
(Ireland) Act 1845 in the Context of the Great Irish Famine
Declan Curran

4.	 The Question of Moral Economy and Famine Relief in the Russian Baltic	 46
Provinces of Estland and Livland, 1841–69
Kersti Lust

5.	 Marriage and Household Structure in Rural Pre-Famine Finland, 1845–65 	 67
Miikka Voutilainen

6.	 A Lack of Resources, Information and Will: Political Aspects of the Finnish 	 83
Crisis of 1867–68
Heidi Reese

7.	 Televising the Famine: An Audiovisual Representation of the Famine 	 103
in Northern Sweden, 1867–1868
David Ludvigsson

8.	 Criminality and the Finnish Famine of 1866–68	 119
Miikka Vuorela

9.	 Considering Famine in the Late Nineteenth Century Ottoman Empire:	 151
A Comparative Framework and Overview
Özge Ertem

10.	 Finland’s “Great Hunger Years” Memorials: A Sesquicentennial Report	 173
Andrew G. Newby

List of Contributors	 215

Contents


